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AMALiA’s KitCHeN
by Chef Amalia Moreno-Damgaard

with a recipe for PAVO NAVIDEÑO
Guatemalan Holiday Roasted Turkey

Located on the south side of Central Park in Antigua, 
Museo Nacional de Arte de Guatemala, MUNAG, 
opened its first phase this past September 2021. The 
second phase in August 2022 and is now expecting the 
third one to open soon.
   With high-tech equipment, the museum offers audio 
guides and screens, to better appreciate the experience.
And, during December entrance is Free    ...page 32

Javier Alvarez Vassaux

tHe peRFeCt
HOLidAy tURKey

Christmas Eve is more important than Christmas 
Day in Guatemala.  Family and friends have short 
gatherings at their homes to eat and drink and to deliver 
presents, blessings, and best wishes.  Everyone returns home 
before midnight to spend this special time with their loved ones  
...page 48

MUseO NACiONAL de 
ARte de GUAteMALA

Now in Antigua

photos by Ludwing Paniagua and Hada Cruz

It was the night before Christmas, 
and all through the casa, Not a 
creature was stirring, ¡Carmba! 
¿Que Pasa? Los niños were tucked 
away in their camas, some in 
long underwear, some in pijamas.   
...page 66

tHe NiGHt BeFORe NAvidAd The willful spanglishization 
of a Christmas Classic



DINING ANTIGUA
dOÑA LUisA XiCOteNCAtL 

home cooked meals and fresh bread baked daily

CeRRO sAN CRistOBAL organic farm, slow food, 

garden-to-table restaurant 

tHAi-WOW delicious thai food in a beautiful setting

CAMiNO ReAL ANtiGUA fine dining and weekend breakfast buffet

CAFÉ CONdesA farm-to-table since 1993

eN UN dOs pOR CRepes paninis, savory & sweet crepes, smoothies...

SERVICES/SHOPPING ANTIGUA
ARNOLds GARAGe engine repair, transmissions, a/c, master mechanic

COMUNiteL internet service where no one else gives it

vet pRO veterinary clinic - English, Spanish, French spoken

LAKE ATITLÁN
JARdiNes deL LAGO HOteL you deserve to relax at the lake

GUATEMALA
AGiNpRO  helping you acquire your music license

Places to go, things to do
and fun to be had...

Click  on title 
to go to desired page

revuemag.com







pAN de ALMeNdRAeNsALAdA deL CHeF esCANeA y CONOCe
NUestRO MeNÚ

pAN de BANANO

Desayunos, Sandwiches, Hamburguesas
Papas Rellenas, Pasteles, Pays & Galletas

Breakfasts, Sandwiches, Burgers,
Stuffed Potatoes, Cakes, Pies & Cookies

pAsteL de  vAiNiLLA y FResA
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Restaurant Cerro San Cristobal, La Antigua

video courtesy of Mexcal-Rhet

Filadelfia Coffee Tour in Antigua









“sombra Navideña” 
Zona 10, Guatemala by Ana Ilsis Estrada
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from the publishers

—Terry & John Kovick Biskovich

Once again it is that time of year. 
Everyone wishing everyone 
Happy Holidays, Merry Christ-

mas and Happy New Year. 
The December issue of Revue is no 

exception. This month’s photo contest 
theme was Christmas and New Years 
in Guatemala, and we share the lovely 
photographs to prove it.

For familiy get-togethers, Chef Amalia 
shows us how to create The Perfect 
Holiday Turkey, and talks about some 
Guatemalan Christmas traditions.

NEW IN ANTIGUA, the Museo Nacional 
de Arte de Guatemala has opened 
2 of its 3 phases. Hadazul Cruz gives us 
a tour. Free entrance during December.

All of us at Revue wish all of you the
best in December and in the New Year!

“Hope Shines” 
Illustration by Hadazul Cruz
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1st place Judges vote 
“Christmas in Guatemala” 

Guatemala City by Henry Cukier



2nd place Judges vote “Quemando al Chamuco” 
Guatemala City by Javier Alvarez Vassaux





“Family Hand-Made Christmas Gift exchange”
Jocotenango by Ludwing Paniagua



2nd place popular vote “Festivus” 
Guatemala City by Lo Reyes



3rd place popular vote “A Joyous share” 
Last Christmas 300 families received food & gifts en el Hato 

by David Dean

“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, 
and let every new year find you a better person.” 

                             —Benjamin Franklin



“paz y amor de Niños Natalie y dorian iguardia” 
Parque de Antigua by Daniel Iguardia

“Your success and happiness lies in you. 
Resolve to keep happy, and your joy and you 

shall form an invincible host against difficulties.”
                          —Helen Keller





“Nacimiento” 
Jocotenango by Hada Cruz



Located at Real Palacio de los Capi-
tanes Generales, on the south side 
of Central Park Antigua, Museo Na-
cional de Arte de Guatemala, MUN-

AG, opened its first phase this past September 
2021. The second phase in August 2022 and 
is now expecting the third one to open soon.

Different exhibition halls are divided ac-
cording to specific periods, starting with the 
Época Contemporánea exhibiting pieces by 
Efraín Recinos, Enrique Cay, Joaquín Orel-
lana, Sipagná de León and María Dolores 
Castellanos.

Museo Nacional de 
Arte de Guatemala

Now in Antigua

photos by Ludwing Paniagua and Hada Cruz



Next, pieces from the  Época mod-
erna, a period of time where Guate-
malan artists recovered their freedom.

The Época Republicana hall ex-
hibits samples that at the time gave a 
sense of belonging to the homeland, 
like original musical scores of the 
national anthem, military uniforms, 
and ceramic pieces among others.



The most important hall with-
out question is the Época Pre-
hispánica exhibit. It contains  
several important works includ-
ing Dintel II that belongs to 
Temple III from Tikal, and the 
offerings made for King K’utz 
Chman’s burial which is the old-
est tomb found in Mesoamérica. 





And finally, there’s the beauti-
ful hall were you can appreciate 
the masterpieces - mostly religious 
art - by the great artists of the the 
Época Colonial. Feast your eyes 
on beautiful wooden sculptures, 
large format paintings by Cristo-
bal de Villalpando and Tomás de 
Merlo, goldsmithing pieces, and 











There are three thousand years of Guatemalan 
art and cultural heritage that you won{t want to 
miss. With high-tech equipment, the museum of-
fers audio guides and screens to fully appreciate 
the experience. For more information:

facebook.com/munaggt
culturaguate.com

MUNAG is open from 
tuesday to sunday 10:00am to 7:00 pm

This December the entrance is free.





MUNAG is open from 
Tuesday to Sunday from 

10:00 to 19:00 hours. 
This December the entrance is free.













Turkey is quite possibly the 
most delicious main dish of the 
holiday kitchen. In the United 
States, it is consumed year-

round in sandwiches and other prepara-
tions and it reaches a higher status at the 
Thanksgiving table.  

In Guatemala, turkey is the key ingredi-
ent of Kack Ik, a Mayan stew from the re-
gion of Coban, and of festive meals during 
the year-end celebrations. 

Christmas Eve (December 24) is more 
important than Christmas Day (Decem-
ber 25) in Guatemala.  On Christmas Eve, 
Guatemalans await the birth of baby Jesus 
at midnight. Throughout the day of De-
cember 24, family and friends have short 

gatherings at their homes to eat and drink 
and to deliver presents, blessings, and best 
wishes to their relatives and close friends.  
Everyone returns home before midnight 
to spend this special time with their loved 
ones.

As soon as the clock marks midnight, 
everyone rushes to hug each other and say, 
“Feliz Navidad!”. Neighborhoods erupt 
with joy as people light fireworks in the 
streets nonstop for about an hour. The fire-
works create a loud, smelly environment, 
and a smoky haze lingers for hours after-
ward. Dogs bark or hide. You may wonder 
about safety. Surprisingly, the incidents 
that make it to the news as a result of a 
firecracker going astray into a home, fac-
tory, or store, are few.

text & photos by 
chef and author
Amalia Moreno-Damgaard

Amalia’s
Kitchen

The Perfect
Holiday Turkey



following an atomic clock to start at 
the right time.

The foods include Tamales Navide-
ños (Christmas Tamales with red sauce 
and pork or turkey); Tamales Negros 
(sweet Christmas tamales with mole 
sauce garnished with almonds, raisins 
and prunes and can contain turkey, 
chicken or pork); Pavo Navideño 
(Guatemalan holiday roasted turkey); 
Ponche de Frutas (fresh pineapple and 
dried fruits hot holiday punch spiked 
with rum for the adults); and uvas, 
manzanas y nueces (red grapes, Wash-
ington apples, and a variety of nuts in 
the shell). This is the only time of the 
year these latter items are purchased 
by almost every home in Guatemala 
City.

For a Guatemalan style holiday 
celebration, it would be appropriate 
to choose any combination of the 
foods above. I choose Guatemalan 
Holiday Roasted Turkey because it 
is delicious and super easy to make.  
After all, turkey (aka pavo, chumpe, 
chompipe or chunto) is a classic food 
as is it native to the Americas, read-
ily available and reasonable in price, 
especially during the holidays.

Here is a recipe to spice up your menu.

Guatemalans dine on any one or a combina-
tion of foods immediately after midnight.  This 
is a very intimate time for family, during which 
peace and love reign.  People exchange gifts 
and best wishes right after dinner. On Christ-
mas Day, they continue celebrating by visiting 
other family and friends. Firecrackers start again 
at noon and are repeated again on New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s Day. It is such a deeply in-
grained tradition, that it seems that everyone is 



PAVO NAVIDEÑO
Guatemalan Holiday Roasted Turkey
By Chef Amalia Moreno-Damgaard 
(AmaliaLLC.com)

Serves 8 to 10 people

One 10 to 12-pound turkey, 
rinsed and patted dry
1 tablespoon canola oil
2 tablespoons ground achiote 
(or use fresh paste if available)
3 teaspoons nutmeg
2 tablespoon guaque (guajillo) 
chile powder
Kosher salt and freshly ground 
black pepper

Preheat oven to 325˚F. Rub 
the turkey with the oil and all of 
the spices and salt and pepper.

Transfer the turkey to the 
oven and roast it until done 
(3 to 3-1/2 hours), or when a 
meat thermometer reads 165˚F. 
Because of carryover heat, the 
turkey will continue to cook 
outside of the oven. Its internal 
temperature will rise about 10F, 
bringing it to the proper and 
safe temperature of 175˚F. If 
you wait until the thermometer 

reads 175˚F to take the turkey out of the oven, it 
will be overcooked and possibly dry.

Serve the turkey with stuffing on the side and 
drizzle both with the cooking juices. Pair with your 
favorite Guatemalan or personal favorites. 

Amalia’s Note
I prefer not to stuff turkeys before cook-
ing them because this increases the cooking 
time and tends to dry out the meat.  

For a deeper marinade, rub the turkey with 
the spices 2-3 days before cooking day. In-
crease the intensity of the spices according 
to your taste. Carefully lift the skin over the 
breast and rub spices in between the top and 
under the skin.



E N G L I S H
F R E N C H

S P A N I S H
Spoken

Dr. Juan Pablo Calderón

- Vaccinations
- Surgery
- X-ray
- Dental Clinic

Mon-Fri:  8am - 1pm  &  2:30 - 6pm   -   Sat:  9am - 1pm

- Ultrasound
- Laboratory Services
- Emergencies
- Export Licenses for pets

Tel: 7965 3347
Km. 47 Carr. a Ciudad Vieja Casa #1 

San Pedro el Panorama

* Gas anesthesia

Hospital Veterinario Vet-pro

V E T E R I N A R Y  C L I N I C





1st place popular vote “víspera de Navidad en Xela” 
Parque central de Quetzaltenango 
by Luis A. Soto S.





“pastorela” Teatro Don Juan, Zona 1, Ciudad de Guatemala
by Juan José Rodas González







“Retrato de ilusiones” 
Ciudad de Guatemala by Diego Gordillo Quintana





“Reflejo Navideño” 
Chiantla Huehuetenango by Hugo Rodriguez





“Gloria a dios en las alturas” 
Iglesia la Merced Ciudad de Guatemala by Francisco Hernandez 



“Una Navidad de pelos” 
En un pequeño parque de Mixco by Daniela Carranza

“Rockin' around 
the Christmas 

tree”
Plaza Obelisco, 
Guatemala City

by Sara 
(Manzana) 

Morales



“Rockin' around 
the Christmas 

tree”
Plaza Obelisco, 
Guatemala City

by Sara 
(Manzana) 

Morales









3rd place Judges vote 
“Lista para destapar regalos” 

Quetzaltenango by Guido De León








