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BAILE dE LOS 
24 dIABLOS
the dance of 
the 24 devils

The dance normally takes place every 
year during the firsts days of December, 
along Ciudad Vieja’s streets, but the 
performers prepare themselves with 
months of anticipation.  . ..more

by Hadazul Cruz

FIESTa

BOOk aLERT

a retrospective
A look at some of the events 

we will be missing in 
person this year.

dECEMBER

a dazzling new international cookbook 
with 132 recipes from the bestselling 
author of the award-winning book, 

Amalia’s Guatemalan Kitchen

AMALIA’S MESOAMERICAN TABLE
by Amalia Moreno-Damgaard
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DOña LuISa XICOTEnCaTL home cooked meals and fresh bread baked daily
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THaI-wOw delicious thai food in a beautiful setting
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aRnOLDS GaRaGE engine repair, transmissions, a/c, master mechanic

COmunITEL internet service where no one else gives it

VET PRO veterinary clinic - English, Spanish, French spoken

LAKe AttiLáN

JaRDInES DEL LaGO HOTEL you deserve to relax at the lake
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PAN de ALMeNdRAde NUeStRA PANAdeRÍA eSCANeA Y CONOCe
NUeStRO MeNÚ

Desayunos, Sandwiches, Hamburguesas
Papas Rellenas, Pasteles, Pays & Galletas

Breakfasts, Sandwiches, Burgers,
Stuffed Potatoes, Cakes, Pies & Cookies

ROSCA de ReYeS











FEATURED VIDEOS, GUATEMALA

Filadelfia Coffee tour in Antigua

Restaurant Cerro San Cristóbal, La Antigua

video courtesy of mexcal - Rhet
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Using the interactive features
As you turn a page you’ll notice some of the text/images are briefly highlighted. 

All you have to do is click or tap on them to enter the world of interactivity, in-
cluding virtual reality tours. Double-tap on a page to zoom in. Click on a page to 
view highlighted content.

In the contents and advertiser index pages just click or tap on whatever subject 
you’re interested in and that’s where you’ll go. Videos will play directly in the page.

From the Publishers

— Terry & John Kovick Biskovich

Although the December holiday season will once again be on the subdued side 
of things, the spirit of giving and good-cheer will not be abated. The Photo 
Contest for this month was Fiestas, and the photographs will transport us to 
those fun times past and help us imagine future celebrations. In The Dance 

of the 24 Devils, Hadazul Cruz explains in text and images the preperations and joy that 
are a part of this traditional fiesta that normally grace the streets of Ciudad Vieja during 
the first days of the December.

Since there will be no large outdoor events scheduled for this holiday season, including 
Ciudad Vieja’s Patron Saint Festivities, the Burning of the Devil, the Immaculate Con-
ception procession, the Día de La Virgen de Guadalupe procession and the Christmas 
processions, we have included a look at some of the events we will be missing in Decem-
ber, A Retrospective. There will not be any large gatherings arranged for celebrating the 
New Year either.

We have a Book Alert that we are very excited about. Our friend and long-time reVue 
contributor Chef Amalia Moreno-Damgaard has just released a new cookbook, Amalia’s 
Meso-american Table, which includes 132 international recipes. She goes beyond bor-
ders to explore modern takes on ancient Latin American dishes. Her first book was the 
award-winning Amalia’s Guatemalan Kitchen. ¡Buen provecho!

All of us at reVue wish all of you a wonderful and fulfilling holiday season and a suc-
cessful New Year! Please stay safe.
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1st Place Popular Vote “Feria Patronal en 
honor a los apóstoles Pedro y Pablo” San Pedro 

Sacatepéquez by Estuardo Tunche
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1st Place Judges Vote “Torneado tradiciones” 
Chutí La Estancia, Sololá by Eduardo andrino
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3rd Place Popular Vote “Fiesta de la Virgen de Concepción 
(Sanjuanerita preciosa)” San Juan del Obispo by mirna Ortíz
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2nd Place Judges Vote “‘Estampa de Fe, 15 de enero fiesta del 
Señor de Esquipulas y media fiesta de la cofradía de San Pedro apóstol” 

San Pedro Sacatepéquez by Francisco Boc ajín
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3rd Place Judges Vote “Día de los muertos” 
Sumpango by Lita Bilotti
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2nd Place Popular Vote “Vuelo de Barriletes” Cantel, 
Quetzaltenango by Roberta marisol Sacalxot
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“Baile de moros” Chichicastenango, Quiché
by © José miguel Hosttas V.
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The Devil king
photo by Ludwing Paniagua
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The “Baile de los 24 Diablos” 
(The Dance of the 24 Devils) 
also known as the “Baile de 
la Legión” (Legion Dance) is 

performed in Honor of the Virgin Mary 
of Immaculate Conception during the 
Patron Saint Festivities in Ciudad Vieja 
Sacatepéquez.

This dance dates from the 17th century; 
it was brought by the Franciscan monks 
who were in charge of the parish at Ciu-
dad Vieja. These types of spectacles were 
created in order to transmit the catholic 
doctrine to the indiginous population, as 
it was difficult to communicate because of 
the language differences.

Baile de los 24 Diablos

“The Devil king” photo by Ludwing Paniagua

The Dance of the 24 Devils     by Hadazul Cruz

FiestAs
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Baile de los 24 diablos - photo by eduardo Andrino
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The lost soul and the devil - photo by Ludwing Paniagua
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The dialogues of this play/dance are writ-
ten in verse. The story is about a lost soul 
on its way to hell, every devil represents a 
sin, there is also a Devil King, Death, the 
Monkey and an Angel who are doing the 
last efforts to redeem the soul and take it 
to heaven. 

The dance takes place every year during 
the first days of December along Ciudad 
Viejas’s streets. During the months prior to 

the performances there is both the antici-
pation and a deep sense of commitment. 
When an actor commits to participate, he 
has to do it for seven years in a row. This is 
part promise to the Virgin Mary and part 
superstition, guaranteeing they don’t go to 
hell for impersonating the devil.

Originally this dance was performed only 
by men, but recently, there are different 
groups that include children and women.  
Now there’s the dance of the 24 “diablas.”

Baile de las 24 diablas - photo by eduardo Andrino
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No one in town knows 
who the performers are until 
the last day of dancing when 
the final one takes place in 
front of the church and every 
actor takes of his mask and 
enters the temple to ask for-
giveness from Virgin Mary.

The 31st of October 2005 
this play/dance was declared 
as “Patrimonio Intangible de 
la Nación” (Intangible Heri-
tage of the Nation) by Gua-
temala’s government in order 
to preserve this type of cul-
tural expressions.  

photo by Ludwing Paniagua

The dance nor-
mally takes place 
every year during 

the first days of De-
cember along Ciu-
dad Vieja’s streets, 

but the performers 
prepare themselves 

during months of 
anticipation. 
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E N G L I S H
F R E N C H

S P A N I S H
Spoken

Dr. Juan Pablo Calderón

- Vaccinations
- Surgery
- X-ray
- Dental Clinic

Mon-Fri:  8am - 1pm  &  2:30 - 6pm   -   Sat:  9am - 2pm

- Ultrasound
- Laboratory Services
- Emergencies
- Export Licenses for pets

* Gas anesthesia

Hospital Veterinario Vet-pro

V E T E R I N A R Y  C L I N I C

Tel: 7965 3347
Km. 47 Carr. a Ciudad Vieja, 

Casa No. 1
San Pedro El Panorama
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“Feria Patronal en honor a Santa Catalina de alejandría”
Santa Catarina Pinula by Jaime Pérez
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Female pride in the Ribbon Run / 
Orgullo femenino en la Corrida 
de Cintas.  Todos Santos 
Cuchumatán, Huehuetenango
by Lo Reyes
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 “Cultura y Devoción” Quetzaltenango
by Luis Soto
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December is as the song says, 
“the most wonderful time of 
the year” and in Guatemala it 
almost goes without saying.

Beginning at the end of November the 
season bursts forth with cultural and reli-
gious events all over the country, concluding 
at midnight on New Year’s Eve.

Here are some of the events we will miss 
attending in person, but we can certainly 
enjoy this retrospective.

November 27 to december 21 

CiUdAd vieJA PAtRON SAiNt FeS-
tivitieS dedicated to the Immacu-
late Conception of Mary. It is a social, 
cultural and religious event with 
popular activities, the most important 
“El Convite” a folkloric parade and of 
course the Virgin Mary Procesion. This 
year indoor activities.

On december 7  “LA qUeMA deL 
diABLO” is the ceremony that ban-
ishes all evil spirits and cleanses the 
way for Christmas celebrations. 

a retrospective 

left photo by Estuardo González
above photo by Eduardo Andrino
below photo by William Alvarado
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The most representative and 
traditional activities during 
the Immaculate Conception 
Festivities at Ciudad Vieja, 
some of them date back to 
the Colonial era.

photo by Marco Ortiz

CiUdAd vieJA’S 
FOLKLORiC dANCeS
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tHe iMMACULAte 
CONCePtiON 
FeStivitieS
at La Antigua Guatemala’s 
Cathedral, with a beautiful 
procession on the First 
Sunday of December.  

photo by 
Davo Solórzano

This year, 
religious indoor 
activities from 
November 29 

to December 8
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dÍA de LA viRGeN 
de GUAdALUPe

A religious celebration 
inherited from México.

A small procession leaves 
La Merced Church, children 
dress in típica clothing and 
there are plenty of fire-
works.

photo by Erick Chiroy, 
from  Cofradía Virgen 
de Guadalupe La Merced 
Antigua Guatemala

This year, 
religious indoor 
activities from 
December 3 to 
December 12
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LAS POSAdAS 

A Christmas tradition that 
begins on December 15.

For 9 days, a small proces-
sion recreates the arrival of  
the Virgin Mary and Saint 
Joseph to  Bethlehem, look-
ing for lodging. It is usually 
organized by a group of nine 
families, every night it enters 
a different house. 

 The traditional beverage 
Ponche is served after the 
prayers.

photo by 
Fray Fernando Ruiz
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eL CONvite de 
SUMPANGO

Takes place on December 
23, it is a traditional 
costume dance parade 
that is held in order to 
close the year. The pa-
rade passes through the 
streets of Sumpango 
Sacatepéquez. 

Photo by Edvin Quisquinay 
Alcor
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viRGeN de LA “O” 
PROCeSSiON

The 25th on the afternoon, 
in Antigua there’s the 
procession of “Virgin de la O” 
from Escuela de Cristo.

The procession carries the 
image of a pregnant Virgin 
Mary eight days before the 
Birth of Jesus.

Photo by Hada Cruz

This year, 
religious indoor 
activities from 
December 9 to 
December 25
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NeW YeAR’S eve

The big celebration begins 
on the 31st in the afternoon, 
dances, live music, party 
atmosphere everywhere.

Fireworks at midnight.

We will miss the Festival at 
Calle del Arco this year, but to 
be sure, the animals will enjoy 
a peaceful passage into the 
New Year. 

Photo by Beth and Anth

Stay tuned, there may 
be some more in-person 
activities this year.
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“Feria de Jocotenango”, Guatemala City
by Henry Cukier
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Chef / Author Amalia 
Moreno-damgaard
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a dazzling new international cookbook 
with 132 recipes from the bestselling 
author of the award-winning book, 

amalia’s Guatemalan kitchen

“This book oozes tradition and authenticity with updated twists.” 
        —Chef Gale Gand, author, teacher, TV personality

BOOK ALeRt





In the highly anticipated 
sequel to her first Central 
American cookbook, Amalia 
Moreno-Damgaard goes be-

yond borders to explore modern 
takes on ancient Latin American 
recipes.

Mesoamerica—or Middle Am-
erica—has a rich history dating 
back to the Olmec, Maya and 
Aztec empires, and early Central 
American peoples with culinary 
traditions that are still alive today.
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After years of travel and 
kitchen camaraderie with 
indigenous cooks proudly 
safeguarding their traditions, 
Amalia has created 130+ varia-
tions on time-honored dishes.

Inside the book you will find:

many recipes that are natu-
rally vegan, vegetarian, and 
gluten-free

vivid, full-color photography 
for every dish

comfort food with a gour-
met twist from Mexico, Be-
lize, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa 
Rica, and Panama

tips and tricks to make the 
recipes practical, approach-
able, and easily prepared

With her signature gourmet 
take on ancient culinary tradi-
tions, Amalia’s recipes will lead 
home cooks and trained chefs 
alike on a journey through 
Mesoamerica without ever 
leaving the kitchen.
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“A comprehensive collec-
tion of recipes, history, 
traditions, lore, plus new 
interpretations of beloved 
dishes. This is a book to be 
used and savored.” —Beth 
Dooley, James Beard Award–
winning food writer.

“Way beyond corn tor-
tillas and hot peppers. 
The depth of flavors and 
colors make me want to go 
straight to the kitchen and 
start cooking.” —Beatrice 
Ojakangas, James Beard 
Cookbook Hall of Fame 
author.

“[Amalia] wraps important 
issues like sustainability, 
biodiversity, regenerative 
agriculture, and native 
food culture restoration 
into one delicious form.” 
—Michel Nischan, author 
of Sustainably Delicious 
and four-time James Beard 
Award–winning chef.

“A delicious piece of his-
tory about a beautiful part 
of the world.''—Sue Zelick-
son, James Beard Award 
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“Celebrando la Concepción de maría”
Guatemala City

by Francisco Hernández
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“Fiesta Patronal” San andrés Xecul
by Guido De León



 76 “Fiesta del Color” Guatemala City by Javier alvarez Vassaux
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“Día de Todos los Santos”San Juan Chamelco
by Terencio Tiul Fernandez
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“Giros de Luz” La antigua
by Oscar F. González



 80 

 “noche de todos los Santos”
monte Calvario, San Pedro Carchá, alta Verapaz
by ana karmina López Hun
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“Colores de la feria” Pachalum, Quiché
by Devyn Pettersen
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