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20 PATRON sAiNT
FEsTiviTiEs
by Hadazul Cruz

84 HUGs NOT WALLs:
by Mark D. Walker

68 AMALiA’s KiTCHEN
text & photos by chef and author 
Amalia Moreno-Damgaard

December in Ciudad Vieja

50 CELEBRATiONs

It is an important social, cultural and religious event 
that takes place in Ciudad Vieja, Sacatepéquez every 
December.  ...read more

A Delicious Guatemalan Christmas

Reuniting the Children

When I think of Christmas in Guatemala, thoughts of 
wonderful aromas come to mind.  From the scent of the
...read more

Where will you be for
NEW YEAR’S EVE 2019?

The separation of children from their families on the U.S. 
border has created one of the saddest and most contentious 
issues of an already complicated debate about immigration 
into the United States....read more

Guatemala’s Cosmic Convergence Festival is the 
‘transformational’ gathering which attracts people from 
all over the world to the famously mystical, volcanic Lake 
Atitlán every New Year’s Eve. ...read more
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ANTiGUA

CHOCO MuSEO artisanal chocolates, restaurant, classes virtual tour 

CAfé COnDESA farm-to-table since 1993

CAfETEnAnGO RESTAuRAnT surrounded by gardens and volcano views

CERRO SAn CRISTOBAL organic farm, slow food, garden-to-table restaurant

DEL ARCO RESTAuRAnTE excellent food in a beautiful surrounding

DOñA LuISA XICOTEnCATL home cooked meals and fresh bread baked daily

MESÓn PAnZA VERDE classic elegance with a twist

RAInBOw restaurant-bar-bookshop yummy food & drinks

GUATEMALA CiTy - ANTiGUA

ARRIn CuAn over three decades offering the best of Guatemalan Cuisine

Click on title to go to desired page
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Click on title to go to desired page

Shopping
ANTiGUA

LA AnTIGuA GALERíA DE ARTE Contemporary and traditional artists

RAnDOM TREASuRES pre-owned clothes, furniture - benefits animal welfare

GUATEMALA CiTy

HOuSE & GREEn kitchen and restaurant supply

ANTiGUA

VIAVEnTuRE employment opportunity in Guatemala

HOSPITAL PRIVADO HERMAnO PEDRO 24-hour emergency service

HOME wITH A VIEw fOR SALE 15 minutes from Antigua

BEAuTIfuL HOME fOR SALE in a natural private reserve

COMunITEL internet service where no one else gives it

LA fáBRICA SPORTS & GyM rock climbing, cross training, bilingual trainers 

MAXILLOfACIAL CEnTRE professional dental care, oral surgury

VET PRO veterinary clinic - English, Spanish, French spoken

THE AnTIGuA GuIDE information & locations of Antigua businesses

AND fuN to be hAD...
Services

PlAces to go, thiNgs to Do 
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Hotels - Lodging

ANTiGUA

LA AnTIGuA GALERíA DE ARTE Contemporary and traditional artists

RAnDOM TREASuRES pre-owned clothes, furniture - benefits animal welfare

GUATEMALA CiTy

HOuSE & GREEn kitchen and restaurant supply

ANTiGUA

AnTIGuA HOTEL SOLuTIOnS several great hotels to choose from

MESÓn PAnZA VERDE boutique hotel, art gallery

LAKE ATiTLAN

JARDInES DEL LAGO HOTEL you deserve to relax at the lake

VILLAS B’ALAM yA travel, tranquility, transcendence

HAWAii / MONTERRiCO

PLAyA PLAnA relax and enjoy at the pacific coast

RíO DULCE

HACIEnDA TIJAX ecolodge and marina - waterfront cabañas

AND fuN to be hAD...

Travel -Tours
ANTiGUA

fILADELfIA COffEE RESORT farm and production tours, 
mountain bikes...

ANTiGUA - GUATEMALA CiTy - qUETzALTENANGO

TuRAnSA TRAVEL AGEnCy tour packages, bus rental, shuttle service

PlAces to go, thiNgs to Do 
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Using the interactive features

As you turn a page you’ll notice some of the text/images are briefly highlighted. 
All you have to do is click or tap on them to enter the world of interactivity, in-
cluding virtual reality tours. Double-tap on a page to zoom in. Click on a page to 
view highlighted content.

In the contents and advertiser index pages just click or tap on whatever subject 
you’re interested in and that’s where you’ll go. Videos will play directly in the page.

From the Publishers

— John & Terry Kovick Biskovich

The holidays and the New Year are upon us once again. Because music is such a large 
part of the season, the Photo Contest this month was “Music in Guatemala.” We 
had many wonderful photographs submitted and we share them with you on these 

pages. We wish you joyous music through the new year.
Of course there are many celebrations happening, and we highlight them in this issue. 

Important social, cultural and religious events take place in December. Hadazul Cruz ex-
plains with photos the Patron Saint Festivities in Ciudad Vieja.

If you are still deciding on where to spend New Year’s Eve, check out Guatemala’s Cosmic 
Convergence Festival at Lake Atitlán.

Chef and author Amalia Moreno-Damgaard shares A Delicious Guatemalan Christmas.
On a serious note, author Mark D. Walker talks of one of the sadder issues of today in 

Hugs Not Walls: Reuniting the Children.
The REVUE Team wishes all of you and yours the very best in 2020!

ALERT TO ALL PHOTOGRAPHERs / ATENCiÓN FOTÓGRAFO
We invite you to submit your favorite Guatemala photo for the 2020

REvUE 17th ANNUAL PHOTO issUE

(deadline Dec. 20, 2019) click for details



sALEs sPECiALisT
Viaventure Central America is a Destination Management 
Company (DMC) established in 2001 that offers individually 
customized itineraries for Guatemala, Belize, Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, and Honduras.  We are seeking a dedicated, 
organized, passionate and creative person, interested in 
working in the travel industry to join our Sales Team 
department.  This position will work from our main office 
in Antigua Guatemala, with clients located mainly in the 
United States, United Kingdom and Europe.

The successful candidate will draw upon creativity and 
problem solving skills to design and quote travel itineraries 
within the region. The candidate must be able to work 
effectively with minimum supervision and handle mul-
tiple priorities.

Viaventure will provide training which will require full 
flexibility to travel to our different destinations in Central 
America to get acquainted with our tours and suppliers 
(e,g, hotels and third-party providers). Viaventure offers 
a competitive salary plus commission.

BAsiC QuAlifiCAtions:
Minimum two-year commitment
Experience in the tourism industry (preferred but not a must)
Interested in travel and knowledge of different destinations 
in Central America
Excellent communication and grammatical skills with 
English been the preferred language
Proven ability to work on own initiative. Can act decisively, 
promptly and confidently
Ability to multitask and work under pressure in a fast-paced 
environment 
Proficiency in Microsoft Office applications
Excellent organizational and time management skills
Energetic and positive attitude
Willingness to work a flexible schedule, especially during 
high season

ReQuiRed:
Candidates must be Guatemalan citizen, resident, or 
otherwise have a valid permit to work in Guatemala
Must live in Antigua or the surrounding area

Please send your CV to hr@viaventure.comwww.viaventure.com

Job opportunity
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Popular Vote Co-Winner “Reflections of a Xela Tradition” 
Quetzaltenango Central Park by Rachael Shenyo
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2nd Place Judges Vote “Puro Sentimiento” TrovaRock, 
Guatemala City, Zona 1 by Luis Aldana

“One good thing about music, 
when it hits you, you feel no pain.” 

             –Bob Marley
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It is an important social, 
cultural and religious 
event that takes place in 
Ciudad Vieja, Sacate-

péquez every December.  This 
festivity dates back to the co-
lonial era.  

Ciudad Vieja is located 5 
kilometers south west La An-
tigua Guatemala. It is a beau-
tiful town full of artisans and 
devout catholic people.

Ciudad Vieja’s Patron Saint 
is the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Mary, represented in a 
beautiful seventeenth century 
sculpture. 

Patron Saint Festivities

by Hadazul Cruz
Photographer Eduardo Andrino

Ciudad 
Vieja
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Virgen de Concepción 
Sculpture, Ciudad Vieja
by Eduardo Andrino
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The festivities begin in the middle of November, 
however the main activities commense on December 
6 when the Immaculate Conception brought out into 
to be visited by all devotees and at night there’s a pop-
ular concert at the town’s main plaza.

December 7 is the day for popular activities; the 
most important is the “Convite” a folkloric parade 

Convite Float, by Eduardo Andrino
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Convite Floats, by Eduardo Andrino
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that includes floats, dances and music. The Convite 
marches through Ciudad Vieja’s main streets from 2pm 
to approximately 7pm. The town is filled with tourists, 
national and international, who admire this colourful 
activity. At the end of the parade there will be live mu-
sic until midnight.

Convite Floats, by Eduardo Andrino

“ConViTe” Link
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“Las Abuelitas” Dance, by Eduardo Andrino
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December 8 is the day for 
religious activities, begin-
ning with a Holy Mass, and 
then a procession that travels 
throughout the town.

Fair rides, bingo, lotería, 
food sale and other attractions 
will also be available during the 
festivities at the main plaza.

Virgen de Concepción Procession 
by Eduardo Andrino

“PRoCeSSion” 
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One of the most representative and traditional ac-
tivities during the Immaculate Conception Festivities 
are Folkloric Dances, some of them date back to the 
Colonial era.  These dances are not represented by pro-
fessional dancers, but by the town’s people, who pause 
their daily activities during December and are dedicat-
ed to organize, rehearse and stage these dances. It is also 
important to say that they prepare for the dances all 
year, some of them even make a promise to the Virgin 
to dance for seven years.

The most popular dances:
Baile de los 24 Diablos re-
cently declared the nation’s 
intangible heritage by Gua-
temala’s government, it is the 
story of a lost soul that is car-
ried into hell where she meets 
24 devils each representing 
a vice or a sin, and how the 
soul’s guardian angel is still 
trying to rescue her.

“Los 24 Diablos” dance by Eduardo Andrino
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Moros y Cristianos was created to commemorate the 
fight between Moors and Christians during the Mus-
lim occupation in the Iberian Peninsula and it repre-
sents the conversion to Christianity. 

Baile de la Conquista, the idea was born after see-
ing that the Spanish taught the Moors and Christians 
dance, so the Dominican friars created it to represent 
the story of conquerors and natives in this region.

These dancers will be dancing through Ciudad Vieja’s 
streets the week after the 8th, you can find them any-

where as there are several 
dance groups performing 
around the town. Usually a 
host family receives the dance 
in front of their house. After 
the dance ends, the family 
offers a snack to dancers and 
spectators.

“La Conquista” dance by Eduardo Andrino

“dAnCeS Link” 
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Fireworks
People from Ciudad Vieja love fireworks, 
and during the festivities they are a main 
atraction.  “Granadas” are burned at the 
end of the Holy Mass, and during the 
Processional path.  The night of the eight 
around midnight you can appreciate the 
“Quema del Castillo” a fireworks spec-
tacle that takes place at the Plazuela in 
Ciudad Vieja’s zona 1.  

Loas
They are an expression of popular thea-
tre. Created in homage to the Virgin of 
Concepción during the procession, they 
are performed at some point along the 
way. A group of people interpret a drama 
in which there is always a confrontation 
between the good, personified by the 
Archangel Michael and evil, personified 
in turn by the devil.

Other popular activities during Ciudad 
Vieja’s Festivities include a equestrian pa-
rade, social dance, queen election, sports 
activities and much more.

PHOTOGRAPHER:
Eduardo Andrino

“Granadas” by Eduardo Andrino

“fiReSWoRkS Link” 
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Popular Vote Co-Winner “Corazón del cielo” Santa 
María Cahabón by Terencio Tiul fernandez





Tour Packages, Bus Rental w/driver, Shuttle Service, Hotel Reservations & More.
Worldwide Air Tickets, Professional staff, high quality service for individuals or groups. 

24 hour assistance (502) 5651-2289

ESKALA ROOSEVELT  
Carr. Roosevelt Km. 13.8 Zona 7  local 119 
Centro Comercial; PBX: 23905757  

     PRADERA XELA, QUETZALTENANGO   
Tels 77637475  -  79680272/3

77675913/14   

THEsE AGENCiEs OPEN 
365 DAys A yEAR UNTiL 8:00 P.M.

Guatemala City, Zona Viva       
Walking distance from all the Zona Viva Hoteles.

12 Calle 1-25 Edif. Géminis 10 , zona 10 LOCAL 310
Tels: 2338-2361 74/98/99

    Aguilar Batres 
Tels:  244-244/67/68/69         

Antigua Guatemala
Tels: 7938-5113 / 5651-2289

info@turansa.com 
(reservations & payment online)

turansa.com

Visit our website and Suscribe for discounts and services 

turansa.com/blog

OUR AGENCiEs (Ask for our business hours)

find us on
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 “Performance at Lake Atitlán”
by Lita Bilotti
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 “Mashitos band” Chichicastenango
by Cristhian Salazar
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Popular Vote Co-Winner ” iluminando con las cuerdas del Rock nacional” 
Colomba, Quetzaltenango by César Gramajo fotografía

“Music is the mediator between 
the spiritual and the sensual life.” 

         –Ludwig van Beethoven



 42 





 44 

07
EL CONVITE

Honoring and celebrating 
“Virgen de Concepción”

A parade of floats leaves 
the Ciudad Vieja’s central 

Plaza and winds its way 
through the main streets 

of town.

QUEMA DEL DIABLO  (Burn the Devil)
A ceremony that banishes evil spirits 

and cleanses the way for
 Christmas celebrations. 

Check the main celebration at Barrio 
de la Concepción in Antigua

07
QUEMA DEL DIABLO  

(BUrN ThE DEVIL)

A ceremony that banishes 
all evil spirits and cleanses 

the way for Christmas 
celebrations. 

Check the main celebration 
at Barrio de la Concepción, 
east side of Antigua, 6pm.

03
ThE MEssIAh 

Christmas Concert 
Händel Messiah

“Comunidad de Guatemala” 
Choir under the direction of 

Maestro Heber Morales

Capilla Hotel 
Casa Santo domingo, 7pm

DeceMbeR Celebrations
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08 12
QUEMA DEL DIABLO  (Burn the Devil)
A ceremony that banishes evil spirits 

and cleanses the way for
 Christmas celebrations. 

Check the main celebration at Barrio 
de la Concepción in Antigua

CIUDAD VIEJA
PATrON sAINT fEsTIVITIEs

Ciudad Vieja,  celebrates
 its Patron Saint Day with 
observance of  Virgen de 

la Concepción. 

Procession, fair rides, 
traditional food, live music, 

parades, fireworks and more

DIA DE LA VIrGEN DE
GUADALUPE

A religious tradition
inherited from México.

A small procession leaves 
La Merced Church,

children dress in típica 
clothing and fireworks 

along the way.

07
QUEMA DEL DIABLO  

(BUrN ThE DEVIL)

A ceremony that banishes 
all evil spirits and cleanses 

the way for Christmas 
celebrations. 

Check the main celebration 
at Barrio de la Concepción, 
east side of Antigua, 6pm.
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DeceMbeR Celebrations
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DeceMbeR Celebrations

15 25
ChrIsTMAs DAY

It is a quiet day in Guatemala, 
with the exception of 

firecrackers and bombas 
booming midday.

On the afternoon, in Antigua,  
there’s the procession of 

“Virgin de la O”, we specially 
recomend to see it at 4th Av-

enue North around 6:00 or Colo-
nia el Manchén around 8:00 pm.

LAs POsADAs 

A Christmas tradition that 
begins on December 15.

For 9 days, a small procession 
recreates the arrival of  Virgin 

Mary and Saint Joseph to 
Bethlehem, looking for lodging.

It is usually organized by a group 
of nine families, every night it 

enters a different house. 
 The traditional beverage Ponche 

is served after the prayers.

24
ChrIsTMAs EVE

In Guatemala, this is the day 
of the main celebration.

By midday, most businesses 
will be closed.

Families join together, 
to enjoy the traditional 

Christmas dinner, presents are 
exchanged and everybody 

remains awake until midnight.
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DeceMbeR Celebrations

25
ChrIsTMAs DAY

It is a quiet day in Guatemala, 
with the exception of 

firecrackers and bombas 
booming midday.

On the afternoon, in Antigua,  
there’s the procession of 

“Virgin de la O”, we specially 
recomend to see it at 4th Av-

enue North around 6:00 or Colo-
nia el Manchén around 8:00 pm.

01
NEW YEAr

Enjoy a quiet day in Guatemala.

Ask your travel agent about 
volcano expeditions which are 

often arranged for this day.

MOrE fUN ACTIVITIEs
www.theantiguaguide.com

31
NEW YEAr’s EVE

The big celebration begins 
on the 31st with afternoon, 
dances, live music, party 
atmosphere everywhere.

You can’t miss the Festival 
at Calle del Arco.

Fireworks at midnight.
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La Antigua Galería de Arte presents the 
ongoing exhibit “A Salto de Mata” by 
established Guatemalan artist Juan 
Francisco Yoc. 5ª. Avenida Norte #29, 

La Antigua Guatemala, by the arch. 

“The internal world of Juan Francisco Yoc 
(Guatemala, 1960), complex, alive, tense and 
tangled, is conveyed through lucid, impatient 
and visceral lines that cross his conscience, his 
drives and his nibs and electrify papers, fabrics 
and consciences with grotesque images, that are 
challenging and disturbing, Thus, it is not only 
the ability with which he handles the line and 
distorts the anatomy and human figure but also 

the courage and sincerity with which he projects 
his inner life. Sincerity of a human being that re-
sents the infinite pressures of the outside world 
and admitting, not without some resistance from 
his own being, his desires and his helplessness, his 
fears and his anguish to other human beings, or 
rather that he exposes them in drawings that are 
always shocking, but that are aggressive only for 
what they need to recognize.

That internal world of Juan Francisco Yoc 
formed slowly in Guatemala, in the heat of fam-

“A Salto de Mata” by Juan Francisco Yoc
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laantiguagaleria@gmail.com

visiTiNG HOURs: 
everyday from 9am to 7pm

laantiguagaleria.com  -  tel (502) 7832-5911

The exhibit will be open until 
december 23rd, 2019

5a Avenida Norte # 29 
(near the arch) 

La Antigua Guatemala

ily, social, ethnic, cultural, ideological frictions that 
marked his childhood and youth in the framework 
of the internal war. It began to flow in his drawings 
from his studies at the National School of Fine Arts in 
the early 80s, barely distorting academic balance, and 
reached its thematic, expressive and conceptual coher-
ence in the hard battles and experiences to be shown in 
exhibitions in various local galleries.

Then, from 1991, in Madrid, Spain, 
that inner world and its burden of con-
flicts intensively exercised various drawing 
and painting techniques that allowed it to 
manifest itself not only with greater fluid-
ity but also with greater awareness of its 
content and its formal orientations and, 
consequently, with greater finesse and di-
versity in the management of the expres-
sive resources of his artistic language. Cer-
tainly, it is contradictory to verify a refine-
ment in the conceptual, formal, graphic 
and pictorial thread that informs what we 
could call his work of maturity, a maturity 
that in his case means the acceptance of 
his disagreement and not the renuncia-
tion of his rebellion.” Juan B. Juárez
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Where will you be for 
New Year’s eve 2019?
Discover a Mayan festival on a volcanic lake in Guatemala…

Guatemala’s Cosmic Convergence Festival is 
the ‘transformational’ gathering which at-
tracts people from all over the world to the 
famously mystical, volcanic Lake Atitlán 

every New Year’s Eve.

The four-day experience, now in its eighth year, is 
characterised by its mind-blowing array of music, art, 
workshops, live performances, sacred ceremonies, in-
digenous traditions and show-stopping surprises.

 Travel critics have often described 
its picturesque location as ‘the most 
beautiful lake in the world’.

“Cosmic Convergence channels 
the energy of this sacred Ma-
yan site to form a unique portal 
of collaboration and discovery. 
our new Year’s eve celebration is 
an epic explosion of colour, fire-
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works, laser lights and fire dancers, all mirrored on the 
lake’s surface. everyone needs to experience it in their 
lifetime,” says Cosmic Convergence co-founder, David 
Casey.

Appealing to all tastes, four dazzlingly-designed music 
stages will host everything from global bass, downtempo, 
house, techno, psy-trance, live analog production and an 

eclectic range of live bands. The finest audio technology will 
be complemented by mesmerising projection-mapping.

This year, crowds will revel in the sounds of critically-ac-
claimed film composer Bluetech, Israeli DJ/producer Perfect 

Stranger, famous for creating his 
own psychedelic sub-genre, and 
iconic uptempo female producer 
Living Light. Latin American la-
bel Wizards Collective are among 
those to represent Guatemala’s 
burgeoning underground elec-
tronic scene, with Mexico’s Jaq 
Mendez bringing her own dark 
melodic techno. [Full lineup phase 
one is attached - phase two will be 
revealed in the coming weeks.]

People travel from every conti-
nent to take part in the festival’s 
visionary workshops. Envision 
Festival trailblazer and ‘modern 
witch’ Sarah Wu, ‘personal trans-
formation’ world expert Gaia Ma 
and naturopathic medicine guru 
Cassandra Wilder are amongst 
those running intimate sessions.

There will be a whole village 
of learning and play spaces to 
explore. Every year Cosmic Con-
vergence expands on its wild and 
wonderful programme of activi-
ties, with favourites including 
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tantric yoga, contact dance improvisation, ca-
cao ceremonies, yoni egg blessings and even 
a sacred twerking ritual, held by influential 
teachers in their field. 

“This year’s lineup features some of the 
most hypnotising musicians and inspi-
rational voices on the planet right now. 
We’re ready to make magical new memo-
ries, share genuinely life-changing expe-
riences and dance like never before,” adds 
Casey.

Festival-goers are invited to adventure 
through the grounds and discover the market-
place, mystical tea lounge, dragons nest chill 
tunnel, sacred fire, healing area, performance 
globe, women’s red tent and more.

Cosmic Convergence is tightly integrated 
into the local community. Its Social Outreach 
programme has funded new buildings, eco-
houses, village maintenance and education for 
some of the most vulnerable local groups. 

Sustainability is deeply woven into the fab-
ric of everything Cosmic Convergence does. 
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Visionaries from both local and global cultures will unite 
to cultivate a shift in consciousness and solidify a sustain-
able collective vision for creating rapid social and ecologi-
cal change on the planet. 

“This year our theme is ‘recode’. it’s about rewinding to 
the more organic, less wasteful time of our ancestors, 
and revisiting ancient technologies. everything on-site, 
including our incredible hand-crafted stage art pieces 
and all toilet facilities, will be built from the ground up 
using innovative renewable bio-construction, inspired 
by local indigenous practice. never has an aligned glob-
al consciousness been as powerful as is in our hands 
now. The whole world is invited to take part.”

Cosmic Convergence 
Festival takes place on 
29th December 2019

1st January 2020

For more information 
and tickets visit:

cosmicconvergencefestival.org 

Receive a 10% Ticket Discount
by using the code REVUE

CONTACT: 
Lara Feinstein

Press & Affiliate Marketing 
Director, Cosmic Convergence Festival

lara@cosmicconvergencefestival.org

To watch a video of the event:
CLICK HERE
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Handmade chocolate 
from Guatemalan 

Cacao Beans

ChocoMuseo, 
Antigua

4a calle oriente #14
Tel: 7832-4520

ChocoMuseo, 
Calle del Arco

5a avenida norte #15C
Tel: 7832-0219

ChocoMuseo, 
Cayalá

Paseo Cayalá, Guatemala
Tel: 2493-8179

ChocoMuseo, 
Panajachel

Calle Santander, Panajachel
Tel: 7762-2639
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CLiCK FOR 3D viRTUAL TOUR

antigua@chocomuseo.com

chocomuseo.com   
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“Amor por la musica” escuela de música
by Jonathan Aguilar

“After silence, that which comes nearest to 
expressing the inexpressible is music.” 

                 –Aldous Huxley
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Popular Vote Co-Winner “La música es mi formula y motivación” 
Centro Cultural Universitario CCU by Milena Palacios

“Hell is full of musical amateurs.” 
     –George Bernard Shaw
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Inside La Casa del Conde, West side of the Central Park, Antigua
OPEN HOURS: 7am - 8pm Sun-Thu    7am - 9pm Fri-Sat

Breakfast served all day! Sunday Brunch

Seasonal Daily Specials
Omelets, Pancakes, Quiche, French Toast, 
Sandwiches, Salads, Soups, Cakes, Pies, 
Muffins, Scones, Smoothies, Espresso, 
Cappuchino, Chai.

Local, organic ingredients, free range eggs, 
whole milk.

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

lastrescondesas@hotmail.com
PBX: 7832-0038cafecondesa.com.gt
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ABIERTO/OPEN HOURS: 7am - 9:30pm, todos los días/every day
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“Rolling on the Río” by Kevin Lock
We neglected to include this photo submission from last month’s contest Food in Guatemala (Editors)
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Cultural Events      Live Music
video: laura mcnamara
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FEATURED VIDEOS, GUATEMALA

Filadelfia Coffee Tour in Antigua

Restaurant Cerro san Cristóbal, La Antigua

video courtesy of Mexcal - Rhet
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OPEN EVERyDAy
Breakfast Buffets
Saturday, Sunday and Holidays
7:30am - 12pmBREATHTAKING VIEWS OF ANTIGUA

Organic Farm
Slow Food

Garden-to-Table

restcerrosancristobal.com
15 min. from the central park / Q10 Shuttle leaving Sat. & Sun. from Nim Po’t, Calle del Arco #29

Available for Special Events
T: 5941-8145, 7832-2681
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Christmas
A Delicious Guatemalan
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When I think of Christmas in 
Guatemala thoughts of won-
derful aromas come to mind. 
From the scent of the pine 

needles and manzanilla wreaths at posada par-
ties, to ponche de piña and tamales for Noche 
Buena, after all these years I still have vivid 
memories of my precious time growing up 
there.

It may sound far-fetched but I feel deeply 
connected to Guatemala now, more than ever. 
This may be the result of years of separation 
from my mother land and my family and the 
search for a unified identity. When you are far 
away, you think more, yearn for more, and ap-
preciate more. I am in a good place.

I recently wrote a piece about kindness in 
connection to Thanksgiving which we cel-
ebrate in the United States every year the last 
Thursday of the month. Kindness connects 
me to my new home, Minnesota, where I have 
made new friends and developed precious re-
lationships. I have been blessed to land in a 
good place.

Kindness comes naturally to some more 
than others yet we all have it within us. It is 
contagious and creates a better world around 
us. What’s in our hearts is visible to family, 

relatives, or friends no matter the circum-
stances or distance. A delicious Guatemalan 
Christmas begins and ends with kindness.

One need not be physically present in any 
given place to dream, to make a difference, 
and to contribute to a better world. It is up 
to us to bring holiday cheer in our lives. I cre-
ate it in the kitchen every time I make a fav-

text & photos by 
chef and author
Amalia Moreno-Damgaard

Amalia’s
Kitchen

Holding a koala, in the rainforest Australia
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vorite dish, deconstruct a dish, or make something 
totally new.

I was fortunate to travel to Australia and New 
Zealand recently where I learned a great deal about 
fauna and flora, farming and agriculture, and food 
and wine. I also made several friends who shared 
their special techniques and secrets for outstanding 
delicious dishes. I am so grateful for their kindness 
and support of my culinary passion.

An aerial View of Sydney

Sights of New Zealand
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Wine tasting in New Zealand/Wine country

Beef Wellington -a classic -
English heritage

salmon 
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It is wonderful to have the op-
portunity to learn about the tradi-
tions of other lands in relationship 
to our own. Australians, aka Auss-
ies, eat seafood for Christmas, while 
New Zealanders, aka Kiwis, enjoy a 
good Maori barbecue of pork, beef, 
and lamb. Both countries share some 
traits yet they are distinctively differ-
ent topographically and culturally 
but equally beautiful.

I wish all of you a wonderful sea-
son in the company of your loved 
ones. May the new year bring you 
peace, joy, and harmony. May kind-
ness reign around you! 

Here I share some pictures from 
the Land Down Under and Kiwi 
Land as well as a recipe that I will 
cherish for many years to come!

Wine tasting in New Zealand/Wine country
Roasting salmon and green lipped 
mussels with chef

Sights of New Zealand

Roasted rack of lamb
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rosEmAry-mArinAtEd olivEs
Recipe by Chef Amalia Moreno-Damgaard (AmaliaLLC.com)

This is a simple yet delicious appetizer that goes well with 
wine. For a twist, chop the olives and use it as a spread. 
Use any olive you prefer.

1/2 cup of each: black and green seedless olives (in 
brine)
¼ cup rosemary leaves, finely chopped
1 bay leaf
1 cup high quality extra virgin olive oil
Freshly ground black pepper
Crusty bread

Soak the olives for 2 hours or 
more to remove the excess salt in the 
brine. Change the water 2-3 times 
during the soaking time. Drain and 
pat dry the olives with a paper towel.

In a bowl, combine the rosemary, 
bay leaf and olive oil. Add the olives 
and stir well to coat.

Transfer the olives to a white or 
clear dish, garnish with black pep-
per, and serve with crusty bread on 
the side.

Rosemary-Marinated Olives
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Amalia Moreno-Damgaard is an award-winning bestselling chef 
author born and raised in Guatemala City currently living in the Twin Cities. 
She provides individuals and companies with a taste and understanding of 
Latin cultures through healthy gourmet cuisine education, consulting, bilin-
gual speaking and writing and fun culinary experiences.

Her cookbook “Amalia’s Guatemalan Kitchen-Gourmet 
Cuisine With A Cultural Flair” has won 9 international awards. 
AmaliaLLC.com

At the Sydney Opera House Making new friends with chef
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 “el Maestro” La Antigua
by Angel Melgar
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“notas de Chirimía” San Andrés Xecul, Totonicapán
by Guido de León
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MAXiLLOFACiAL CENTRE
Dr. Luis Ramírez, DDS, OMS

Professional 
Dental Care

General Dentistry
Maxillofacial Surgery
Dental Implants
Oral Rehabilitation

DR. LUIS RAMíREZ, DDS, OMS, 
is a specialist in oral and 

maxillofacial surgery, 
orthodontics, dental implants, 

and oral rehabilitation. 

TMJ Therapy
Jaw Surgery
Teeth Whitening
Orthodontics

Maxillofacial Centre is the ONLy ONE 
with 3D Dental Tomography and

CAD/CAM Dental Lab in Guatemala.

Spanish, English and German Spoken - Calle Real de Santa Ines #9A La Antigua Guatemala 

info@maxillofacialcentre.com - Tel: 7832-6002 maxillofacialcentre.com
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•  Medicine and General Surgery 
•  Pediatrics 
•  Maternity & Gynecology 
•  Traumatology, Orthopedics & Arthroscopy
•  Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 
•  Laparoscopic Videosurgery 
•  Otorhinolaryngology 
•  Urology
•  Cardiology
•  Clinic Laboratory
•  Videoendoscopy 

•  Videocolonoscopy  
•  X-rays 
•  Electrocardiogram 
•  Mammography
•  Ultrasound 
•  Computerized Axial
    Tomography 
•  Electroencephalogram 
•  Osseous Densitometry 
•  Ambulance Service

Avenida de La Recolección #4, La Antigua Guatemala

24-hour Emergency Service & Medical Consultation

Services we provide

ospital Privado
ermano PedroH

PBX: 7790-2000

hpantigua@gmail.com
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Happy Guests

Kayak Tour

videos by Eugenio Gobbato

Hacienda Tixax VideosHacienda Tixax Videos



 81tijax.com

Hacienda Tijax
Ecolodge & Marina

Waterfront Cabañas 
Full Service Marina

Restaurant & Bar
Swimming Pool

Reforestation Project
Jungle Sky Trail
Bird Watching  

Horseback Riding 
Tours & Much More

Tels: 7930-5505/07 info@tijax.com

Río Dulce - Caribbean - Reserve
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Hotel Overview

sea Turtle Conservation

video by Trishoot studio

video by Edgar solorzano

Playa Plana VideosPlaya Plana Videos
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The separation of children from 
their families on the U.S. border 
has created one of the saddest and 
most contentious issues of an al-

ready complicated debate about immigration 
into the United States. The existing frenzied 
political debate and false narratives it gener-
ates make it difficult, if not impossible, to 
turn this crisis into an opportunity to better 
appreciate the trauma caused those children 

separated from their families, and the grass-
roots efforts to bring these families back to-
gether and deal with the negative impact of 
the experience.

Despite the trauma and pressures placed on 
immigrants, especially the children, a number 
of individuals and groups around the country 
have stepped forward to support the immi-
grant families and educate the public about 

by Mark D. Walker

A sign hanging in the Anapra neighborhood of Juárez, Mexico, 
translates to “Hugs Not Walls.” (Brittny Mejia / Los Angeles Times) 

Hugs not Walls: 
Reuniting the Children
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their plight and why they deserve our respect 
and solidarity. The reasons they step out dif-
fer: religious beliefs and commitment, com-
passion, an understanding and appreciation 
of what immigrants mean to our community 
and more.

Who can forget the video of the children 
behind a metal fence sitting on the floor with 
only a metallic blanket to keep them warm in 
the winter cold? Who can ignore the children’s 
cries and sobs for “Mami,” and the guard’s pa-
thetic response, taunting the children as being 
an orchestra of whiners, or the guards pulling 
small children out of one cell block and into 
another as they kick and scream, not knowing 
where their parents are or why these strangers 
are treating them so violently and with such 
disdain? Who can witness without empathy 
the agony of the mother whose son didn’t rec-
ognize her after three months of separation, 
and who wanted nothing to do with her, as he 
felt abandoned and betrayed? 

The number of children separated from 
their families (2,700) was even more than ini-
tially stated, according to a report issued by 
the Inspector General of the Department of 
Health and Human Services.  This number in-
cluded 118 separated children taken between 
July and early November—after the admin-
istration halted the family separation effort 
because it had provoked a political firestorm 
and public outrage. According to the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, the total number 
of children separated from their families since 
July 2017 is more than 5,400. There are cur-

rently over 13,000 detained children--the 
largest population ever—a number that has 
increased more than five-fold since last year.

Although previous administrations also 
separated minors from adults at the border 
in some instances — usually when they sus-
pected the child had been smuggled in, or the 
parent appeared to be unfit — the report doc-
uments a sharp increase in separations under 
President Trump. The actual number is still 
hazy, due to the poor quality of the federal 
tracking system. 

They Just Took Them?

Juana Francisca Bonilla de Canjura wiped 
tears from her face in the courtroom as she 
listened to the proceedings through a transla-
tion headset. In her hands, she clutched the 
passports of her two daughters: Ingrid, 10, 
and Fatima, 12. They had come together from 
El Salvador, and then were separated at the 
border. The bright blue documents were her 
only way of getting them back.
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“I don’t have any idea where they are,” she’d 
told a Washington Post reporter shortly before 
the hearing began. “Nobody knows anything. 
Nobody says anything — just lies. They said they 
were taking them for questioning, and we were 
only going to be apart for a moment. But they 
never came back. What pains me is the thought 
they are suffering without me,” she said. As she 
spoke, a Border Patrol agent in green fatigues 
cut off the conversation.

In a McAllen, Texas courthouse, 71 di-
sheveled immigrants caught illegally crossing 
the Rio Grande filled the courtroom, the de-
fendants’ shackles clanking as they sat down 
on wooden benches. The federal magistrate 
started proceedings with, “Good morning. 
We’re here to take up a number of criminal 
cases that allege that the defendants violated 
the immigration laws of the United States.” 
According to a report by Michael Miller in 
the Washington Post, federal courtrooms in 
Texas, and across the Southwest, are being 
flooded with distraught mothers and fathers 
who have been charged with misdemeanor il-
legal entry and separated from their children, 
a practice decried by many as traumatizing 
and inhumane. Last month, a Honduran fa-
ther separated from his wife and 3-year-old 
son killed himself in a Texas jail cell. 

Separation has more than psychological 
consequences, as no less than three Guatema-
lan children died when they were being pro-
cessed through the overburdened government 
border control system, which often has inad-

equate medical staff. One Guatemalan girl, 
Jakelin Caal Maquin, who went into cardiac 
arrest from exposure during her grueling trip 
across the border, was taken to a local chil-
dren’s hospital, but it was too late. Nothing is 
worse for a parent than one of their children 
being taken, never to return, and hundreds 
more were separated and have yet to be lo-
cated and reunited with their families. 

Sister Mary McCauley, who witnessed the 
impact of the largest federal immigration raid 
on a business at a chicken and beef processing 
plant in Postville, Iowa, told me of a sixteen-
year-old boy who told one of the volunteers, 
“I didn’t come here to rob people or do bad 
things. I just came to work to earn money for my 
family. Why do people hate us so much?” An 
honest and timely question.

Although the administration seemed intent 
on making the overall experience as difficult 
as possible, they didn’t have the necessary in-
frastructure in place to deal with the influx of 
children. In Phoenix, they began dropping 
busloads of families off at designated churches 
despite their inability to absorb all the new 
arrivals. The numbers were so great that ICE 
(Immigration and Customs Enforcement) 
agents began dropping them off at bus sta-
tions with no support, as church groups and 
local charities scrambled to respond to the 
large influx of unannounced immigrants.

In a New York Times report, the number 
of detained migrant children has risen sharply 
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since last summer. Over 1,600 migrant chil-
dren have been sent, with little notice, on 
late-night voyages to a barren tent city in West 
Texas, where they do not receive schooling 
and have limited access to legal representa-
tion. These midnight voyages are playing out 
across the country, as the federal government 
struggles to find room for record numbers of 
detained immigrant children. 

Advocates of the “Hugs” or “Abrazos” 
Response

According to a Fast Company article by 
Gwen Moran, Julie Schwietert Collazo was 
listening to a radio interview in downtown 
Manhattan. The interview featured Yeni Gon-
zalez Garcia, a Guatemalan mother seeking 
asylum in the U.S. who was being held in im-

migrant detention in Arizona. Her daughter 
had been taken and placed in foster care in 
New York. According to her attorney, if she 
could post bail, she could relocate to New York 
and work to reunify with her daughter. So the 
only thing separating her from her daughter 
was money, in this case a $7,000 bond.

Julie thought, “Okay, that can’t be that dif-
ficult.” Julie and her husband had a number of 
friends who were concerned about the plight 
of families being separated at the border, so 
they set up a “Go Fund Me” page, which 
would be the catalyst for their new organiza-
tion, Immigrant Families Together. They soon 
learned that Yeni would be unable to apply 
for authorization to work until her applica-
tion had been processed, so this would be a 
long-term commitment. 
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This didn’t deter Julie, whose “Go Fund 
Me” effort raised $1 million, reuniting 60 
families and providing support to roughly 
100 families who were also going through the 
asylum process, helping with everything from 
legal counsel to locating a place for them to 
live. Julie’s success motivated others to raise 
funds to support asylum seekers, like a couple 
in Menlo Park, California. Already donors 
with the Refugee and Immigrant Center for 
Education and Legal Services, a San Antonio, 
Texas, nonprofit focused on providing free 
and low-cost legal services, this couple de-
cided to launch a Facebook fundraiser for the 
organization. It went on to generate $20 mil-
lion, tripling the group’s annual budget and 
making it the largest fundraiser in Facebook 
history.

Others have responded to the immigration 
issue in a very different way from fundraising 
and financial support. Guatemalan-American 
filmmaker Luis Argueta has been telling im-
migrants’ stories for over ten years, to over-
come the misperceptions and fears about the 
“invasion” of caravans from the Northern Tri-
angle of Central America. His films have been 
instrumental in educating Americans and 
bringing people together with better under-
standing and compassion, and also providing 
concrete steps for his audiences to help newly 
arrived immigrants. 

Although originally trained as an engineer, 
in the 1990s Argueta began to focus on film-
making: “I went back to my roots and told the 

story of the people of Guatemala both in fiction 
and documentary films. Providing a better un-
derstanding of Guatemalans on a global plat-
form.” Argueta’s career took a turn when he 
learned of the largest and most costly immi-
gration raid carried out in the history of the 
U.S.  Nine hundred heavily armed Federal 
Agents, supported by helicopters, state troop-
ers and prison buses, converged on Agripro-
cessors, Inc., in Postville, Iowa, which was the 
largest kosher meat packing plant in the Unit-
ed States at that time. Of the 389 arrested, 
three out of four (293) were Guatemalans.

“What I thought would be a four-day fact-
finding trip has turned into eight years,” Argueta 
told radio program KGOU’s “World Views” 
in 2016. But in fact, this was when Argueta 
galvanized around the issue of immigration.

 
What impressed Argueta most about the 

Postville raid was the response of the com-
munity, first in Postville, and then in other 
communities around this little town in north-
western Iowa. People gathered to support the 
immigrants that had been left behind after the 
raid, and to support the relatives of those im-
migrants who were in jail. It was remarkable. 
Argueta goes on to say, “This impressed me so 
much that I said, ‘The story needs to be told and 
it’s not going to happen in four days,’ so I stayed 
two weeks, and went back many more times. 
Twenty-nine totally.  I began learning about the 
push factors that make people come to this coun-
try and decided I’d better go to Guatemala to see 
the communities from where they came.”
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His experience in Postville has, so far, re-
sulted in three documentaries about immi-
grants in Iowa and Minnesota and the small 
farm towns they call home. 

“Something that struck me very much was 
how such a small Midwestern town could be such 
a microcosm of diversity,” Argueta said. He saw 
immigrants from all over the world, including 
Guatemala, Mexico, Somalia, Ukraine and 
Russia, all of whom call Postville home. Ar-
gueta later travelled to his native Guatemala 
to visit the communities where these migrants 
originated. He wanted to learn why people 
chose to leave their homeland, which provid-
ed him the ideal perspective of both ends of 
this epic journey.

A chance encounter inspired Argueta’s 
second film, Abrazos (2014), which tells the 
story of Abuelos y Nietos Juntos, a family 
reunification program. The film follows 
the journey of 14 U.S. citizen children 
from Worthington, Minnesota, who travel 
to Ixchiguan, in the Department of San 
Marcos, Guatemala, to meet their relatives, 
grandparents and even siblings for the first 
time.

Even though the number of children is 
small, they are a microcosm of the almost 
five million U.S. citizen children who live in 
mixed status families. Argueta reflected, “I 
think that we really must think about those chil-
dren who are part of the future of this country 

when we think about immigrants because they 
live in constant fear that their parents might be 
deported. And I don’t think that any child should 
live with that fear.” Argueta goes on to say, “the 
film reflects the hopes, dreams and fears of these 
transnational families who, after being separated 
for nearly two decades, are able to embrace each 
other, share stories, strengthen traditions and be-
gin to reconstruct their cultural identity.”

He told one group he was raising funds to 
make the project possible. “I am convinced that 
after watching Abrazos, you will find resonances 
with your own life and family history no mat-
ter where you come from.  I also hope that you 
will consider getting involved in some way. Your 
support will be crucial to develop and carry out 
an outreach campaign in partnership with key 
organizations working in areas of child devel-
opment, children’s rights and mental health.  I 
hope you agree– their stories need to be told.”

Although the group did not sponsor any 
exchange trips after 2014, they discovered a 
need for transportation to the Immigration 
Court at Ft. Snelling, Minnesota, for those in-
volved in the immigration process.  This need 
was especially high with the large influx of 
children and youth, who came across the bor-
der in 2014-2015 seeking asylum.  Not only 
can’t they drive, but the family members they 
stay with don’t generally have valid Minnesota 
driver’s licenses, so they are in need of trans-
portation to their court appearances, which 
are a three-hour drive away.  Consequently, 
the group set up a system of volunteer driv-
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ers to help with this need, and along with several other 
organizations in the Twin Cities, offered $25 gas cards 
to help them with travel expenses to their court appear-
ances.  One of the staff members accompanied them to 
court as well. 

The last film of his trilogy, The U-Turn, (2017) tells 

the story of a group of immi-
grant women and children who 
broke their silence about the 
abuses committed against them 
at the Agriprocessors, Inc. plant. 
Thanks to the solidarity of the 
community that accompanied 
them, and to the U Visa program, 
their lives and the lives of those 
who walked along with them were 
transformed. The U Visa was es-
tablished by Congress for victims 
of some crimes (in this case hiring 
illegal or underaged workers) who 
helped law enforcement investi-
gate the criminal activity. 

Argueta has become an expert 
on the complex issues of immi-
gration in the U.S.  He has shown 
films at multiple college campus-
es and led discussions after the 
viewings. He has participated in 
various panels on the subject and 
been honored due to his exper-
tise. He recently presented screen-
ings of The U-Turn at the Univer-
sity of Arizona in Tucson, as well 
as at Arizona State University in 
Tempe. After each presentation, 
he takes questions from any and 
all participants.  

Margherita Tortora, Director at 
the New Haven Latin and Iberian 
Film Festival at Yale, said of Luis’s 
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visit there, “He has worked tirelessly to educate 
people about the human rights abuses against his 
people through his documentaries. His work puts 
human faces and personal stories into the discus-
sions about immigration in the United States. 
He is bringing down the wall! Thank you, Luis 
Argueta! I am looking forward to your presenta-
tion at the Yale Law School…”

Lessons Learned

Argueta shared more of his experience 
around immigration during a radio interview 
with host Suzette Grillot on KGOU’s “World 
Views” program in 2016: 

Argueta: I also just came back from Guate-
mala from working on an advertising campaign 
for an agency in Washington that is aimed at 
stopping this phenomena (Caravans). This situ-
ation is not going to stop until we change the 
structural conditions of the sending communi-
ties. But this campaign is aimed to make people 
at least think twice about sending their kids. 
And so I have seen the phenomenon. It’s mind-
boggling. However, we really must understand 
that until we address, in a very strong fashion, 
what is pushing people away as well as what is 
pulling them, we’re going to continue to have this 
phenomena. 

Argueta: People know the risks of sending 
their kids but, when the families live lives that 
are full of risks every day, when the risk of a 
child becoming a member of a gang, or maybe 
not reaching age 15 because he or she is killed, 

they’re ... sending them north–at least they have 
some hope. And they also see the results of oth-
ers that have succeeded in this trip. It’s a terrible 
situation, the issues that immigrants have to face 
on a daily basis and that’s something that I wish 
on nobody. And they don’t do it lightly. 

Interviewer Suzette Grillot: Issues like depor-
tation and building of walls and, you know, in-
creasing law enforcement on these issues. I mean 
how are some of the people that you’ve been work-
ing with, how is this going to affect the work that 
you do, first of all, and do you have any projects 
planned, and what is the response and reaction 
to some of the immigrants that you’re working 
with? 

Argueta: Well, you know, one of the reasons 
I’ve been doing this for all these years is because 
I realize that often in the national conversation 
about immigration we get lost in the numbers. 
We talk about eleven million, quote unquote, 
illegals, and then we forget the human face of 
immigrants - and that is what my work aims 
to do, to bring out that human face, to make 
us realize that in every immigrant we do have 
another human being that is just like us. You 
know, “There, but for the grace of God, go I” 
means something that I have really come to feel 
very strongly. I had the privilege of going to meet 
Pope Francis two years ago and gave him a copy 
of my first two films and I said to him, “These are 
the stories of the immigrants that have touched 
my heart and changed my life. And that’s what I 
hope to do with these films, and with this conver-
sation, because I go to universities, faith-based 
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communities, and conferences, and engage in 
one-to-one or small group conversations with the 
hope that we will be able to recognize ourselves 
in the immigrants. At the same time, I think it 
is extremely important that we understand the 
root causes of the situation. This is not something 
new. This is not something that only happens in 
the U.S. It’s happening globally. So we must all 
really roll up our sleeves.” 

Argueta: Also, on the other hand, realize that 
there are laws in this country that cannot change 
from one day to the next. There are things that 
the president can do with the stroke of a pen, but 
also there are a lot of other things that he alone 
cannot do and will need to change. You know, 

the support of Congress. So hopefully, our hu-
manity will prevail and our common sense will 
prevail. This country needs immigrants. We can-
not say we’re not going to stop. We’re not going to 
stop people from sending remittances to Mexico, 
Guatemala or El Salvador because those econo-
mies would collapse and it will backfire. 

In June, Argueta was presented the Harris 
Wofford Global Citizen Award at the Peace 
Corps Connect Conference in Austin, Texas. 
The award is given to individuals who live in 
the country where they were influenced by a 
Peace Corps volunteer and where they pro-
mote the values of this organization. As part 
of the vetting process for the award, Argueta 
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revealed that, “My experience with the Peace 
Corps taught me one of the valuable lessons 
of my life: to treat others as one would wish 
to be treated—the Golden Rule.” 

Just prior to the awards ceremony, Argu-
eta was screening Abrazos when the founder 
of “Abuelos y Nietos Juntos,” walked in with 
four of the children who had made the visit 
to their grandparents seven years earlier. They 
were now young adults and expressed their 
plans to attend college and pursue various 
professions. Several of them had returned to 
visit their families in Guatemala after the ini-
tial visit, and all four were in the front row to 
witness the presentation of the Global Citi-
zen award to Argueta. During his acceptance 
speech, Argueta challenged the participants 
with, “At times like the present, when pow-
erful winds of isolation and intolerance are 
blowing, it is more important than ever to 
speak out—to find our commonality as hu-

man beings, roll up our sleeves and to work to 
nurture the hope for peace in the world.”

More than a thousand of the children sepa-
rated from their families have not been reunit-
ed, nor do their parents know where they are. 
Despite all the rhetoric about building walls, 
the number of undocumented migrants enter-
ing the country has reached a ten-year high. 
Eleven million undocumented immigrants are 
in limbo, some for over twenty years, and no in-
tegrated immigration reform is on the horizon. 

And yet, the number of groups, the advo-
cates like Julie and Luis, whose films are receiv-
ing more attention, not to mention the thou-
sands who have given small gifts to cover legal 
fees, no matter what the final solution, they will 
continue to put the needs of the migrant chil-
dren and their families’ well-being before the 
political bickering, hate talk and misinforma-
tion. All of these actions are a reason for hope. 

ABOUT ThE AUThOR: Mark Walker was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Guatemala, 1971-1973, working on fertilizer experi-
ments with small farmers in the Highlands. Over the next 40 years, he managed or raised funds for many international 
groups, including Food for the hungry and Make A Wish International and wrote about those experiences in Different 
Latitudes: My Life in the Peace Corps and Beyond. He is also a contributing writer for the Revue magazine: Maya 
Gods & Monsters; The Making of the Kingdom of Mescal; Luis Argueta – Telling the stories of Guatemalan Immigrants; Luis 
Argueta: Guatemalan Filmmaker Recipient of a Global Citizen Award and Traveling in Tandem with a Chapina. His wife and 
three children were born in Guatemala. 

Go to MillionMileWalker.com or write the author at 
Mark @MillionMileWalker.com

Note from the editor: This article was first published in the Arizona Literary Magazine and was an essay winner in the 
Arizona Authors’ Association’s Annual Literary contest.



 94 



 95

The largest fitness family 
in Antigua Guatemala

Climbing Wall - Cross Training
Group Classes

Certified, Bilingual Trainers

1a Ave. Norte #7 A, La Antigua

 7832 9840
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“After the gig” by Miguel Colindres

“Music expresses that which cannot be said 
and on which it is impossible to be silent.” 

                          –Victor Hugo
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E N G L I S H
F R E N C H

S P A N I S H
Spoken

Dr. Juan Pablo Calderón

- Vaccinations
- Surgery
- X-ray
- Dental Clinic

Mon-Fri:  8am - 1pm  &  2:30 - 6pm   -   Sat:  9am - 1pm

- Ultrasound
- Laboratory Services
- Emergencies
- Export Licenses for pets

2a Av. Sur #61B
Tels: 7832-3664

5732-4808

* Gas anesthesia

Hospital Veterinario Vet-pro

V E T E R I N A R y  C L I N I C
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Pre-owned Furniture for 
SALE

Proceeds to 
Benefit Animal 

Welfare Programs

3a Ave Sur #4-A,
La Antigua  

 Open MON-FRI
9am - 5pm

Tienda Solidaridad Second-hand Store 
offering an abundance of books, CD’s DVD’s (music/movies) clothing, 

house & kitchen wares, decorative items, and lots more.



 99



 100 

Tel: (+502) 5031-0859
www.LuxPro.CA

Kitchen and Dining Room (open floor plan)
Office / Recreation Room
3 Bedrooms / Walk-in Closet / 3.5 Bathrooms
Fireplace / Garage w/ storage room

artistically 
designed house 
for sALe
san Cristóbal el Alto
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Kitchen and Dining Room (open floor plan)
Office / Recreation Room
3 Bedrooms / Walk-in Closet / 3.5 Bathrooms
Fireplace / Garage w/ storage room

Very large Terrace / Covered and Open Patios
Firepit Seating Area / Separate Artist Studio
Beautiful Terraced Gardens
Municipal Water and Cistern system
Solar-assisted Hot Water system
Very secure in a peaceful, friendly village

Paved road 15 minutes 
from La Antigua
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“Teclas morenas” Tecpan
by Carlos francisco Hernandez Juarez
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“Marimba” Totonicapan
by Héctor Salaverria

“Music is everybody's possession. 
It's only publishers who think that people own it.”

                               –John Lennon
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“Puro Hormigo con Carlitos Rangel”
escuela de Arte, Panajachel by Humberto Aguilar
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“La gran Sala” Centro Cultural Miguel Ángel Asturias, Ciudad 
de Guatemala by Alejandro Jose González Hernández

“Writing about music 
is like dancing about architecture.” 

               –Martin Mull
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“LA MARiMBA” instrumento Autóctono de Guatemala
Cobán Alta Verapaz by emilio Vásquez Robles



 108 



 109

“Heavy Music / música pesada” Huehuetenango
by Hugo Rodriguez
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3rd Place Judges Vote “Watcha” 
Panajachel, Lake Atitlán by nash de Saint Germain
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